A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
"Don't believe a word of it!" he shouted.    But Ulm was
followed by something far more serious.
Napoleon still had before him the unbroken main forces of
Austria and Russia, He met them on the field of Austerlitz on
December 2,1805, the anniversary of his coronation as Emperor,
and overwhelmed them in a decisive battle which gave him a
different position in Europe from that which he had hitherto
occupied. Pitt despaired of the future, and died a lew weeks
after the news of Austerlitz had reached England. Fox, with a
new Administration under Grenville attempted to make peace,
but was doomed to die in the same year, on September 13.
The two greatest men in English public life had disappeared,
but in aristocracy of the English type individuals have no
decisive importance; though Nelson, the greatest of the admirals,
and Fox and Pitt were gone, the aristocratic commercial and
financial strength of England remained: blunders were com-
mitted which would not have been committed before, but they
were not fatal; the English governing class never failed to
provide a sufficiency of competent leaders in arms or policy.
The Defeat of Prussia and the Berlin Decrees. Prussia
in 1806 decided, too late, for war. It may be wondered why the
best individual army in Europe—as it was believed to be, and
not without good grounds—should now be launched, .after
having been kept out of the struggle in the crisis of the year
before.
The answer to this question is that Prussia had little doubt
that whenever her army was put into the field it would neces-
sarily be victorious, but had no desire to make the effort if
others could do it for her. She was waiting to see how Russians
and Austrians would fare at the hands of the French. She
thought that with their numbers they would win without her
risking anything. Since they had lost, she would now maintain
herself by taking up the game, which she was the better able to do
because upon her first success the Russian and Austrian powers,
which were still intact and which new recruitment would easily
bring back to their old numbers, would join it.
The withdrawal of French garrisons from Germany was
demanded by Prussia in an ultimatum which was backed by a
quarter of a million men, and expired on October i, 1806.
Six days later, on the i4th, her armies were routed at the
twin battles of Jena and Auerstadt, won by Napoleon and
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